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FOREWORD
Welcome to the eleventh edition of our Yearbook. To say that the past eighteen
months have been ‘difficult’ is an understatement. With the recent lifting of
restrictions and shows beginning to restart we hope that life will return to normality.
Our thoughts go out to our members who continue to suffer from the effects of the
pandemic.
Despite the pandemic, our club continues to rouse interest in the Mini Rex with a
steady stream of enquiries and new members. In July we were able to restart and
complete a section of the New Judges’ Training Programme – the event was held at
Far Broad Oak Farm, Yorkshire, home and workplace of our District Advisor, Lindsay
Cameron. It was great to see everyone in person and to catch up in a ‘non-virtual’
way! A big thank you to Lindsay, Paul and Charlie for making us so welcome!
New for 2021 is the launch of our Young Fanciers, for those aged between 16-21,
which aims to encourage young people to gradually progress from the ‘Junior’
section of the BMRC to more involvement and responsibility within the club and
Fancy as a whole. It also creates a group of young people who can share their ideas
and work together, which encourages enthusiasm and interest. We very much look
forward to hearing more about our Young Fanciers next year!
Our BMRC committee has seen some changes over the past twelve months. Very
sadly our Treasurer Jean Thompson passed away in March this year. Jean ran many
locals shows and was the Treasurer of a good number of national specialist clubs,
including the British Mini Rex Club, for many years. She was a great support and
friend of our club. Our condolences to Alan and the family. Julie Saunders decided to
step down from the committee with the increase in her work training Belgian
Malinois. Petra Otto reluctantly decided to take a break owing to the unexpected
death of her mother. We look forward to thanking both Julie and Petra at the
Summer Seminar 2022 for their dedication and years of service to the club. Julie and
Petra remain active and supportive members – thank you! We welcome seven new
members onto the team: Emma Bowdler (Joint Membership Secretary), Steve
Galloway (Northern Show Secretary), Courtney Hodder (Southern Show Secretary),
Jake Hodder (Young Fanciers), Steve King (Treasurer), Brian Platt (Yearbook Editor)
and Julie Shand (Vice-Chair). The above committee members have joined at
different times during the pandemic and have already been actively involved in their
roles. Thank you for your commitment and enthusiasm!
As ever, special thanks to you, our members, for your enthusiasm for the Mini Rex
and for your many messages of encouragement and support during the months of
lockdown. We are looking forward to seeing you all in person!

Fraser Avill & Garry Murphy
Chairs
British Mini Rex Club
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A MESSAGE FROM THE CLUB PRESIDENT
Last year we looked forward to a better 2021. Little did I know how tough a year
it would turn out to be. ‘But’, a word that changes everything, after the last
devastating two years for the Fancy, things are now slowly getting back to
normal. The Americans have a saying ‘It’s not what you do when you get
knocked down, it’s what you do when you get back up.’ After years of VHD and
COVID, the British Mini Rex Club is back up with a full programme of shows and
weekend celebrations as well as judging training which has encouraged other
clubs to train judges for the future.
With our British Mini Rex Young Fanciers, their enthusiasm is a driving force
behind the club, reaching greater things. The club goes from strength to
strength because we have a positive leadership in officials and a committee
with the vision, we look forward with great anticipation. Yes, forward, that’s all
of us to encourage new membership, making them welcome, sharing
knowledge, making everyone part of the British Mini Rex family.
Paul Wanklin
President

Our President and Vice-President
We are very grateful to both our President Paul Wanklin and Vice-President
Derek Medlock not only for their support but also for their encouragement and
dedication in promoting the Mini Rex and our club.
At the Summer Seminar in 2022 our President Paul Wanklin completes his twoyear term of office (extended owing to the pandemic), and that is when Derek
Medlock will begin his term as President. Our thanks to both Paul and Derek for
their service to the club and for being such good ambassadors of the Mini Rex.
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TEAM BMRC 2021 - 2022
BMRC
ALIYAH AJMAL

FRASER AVILL

JENNY AVILL

EMMA BOWDLER

STEVE GALLOWAY

MONICA HENLEY

COURTNEY HODDER

JAKE HODDER

MARIANN JAKAB

STEVE KING

GARRY MURPHY

BRIAN PLATT

ANN PREECE

BRIAN PREECE

JULIE SHAND
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JUDGES' PANELS FOR 2022
SENIOR BREEDER JUDGES’ PANEL 2022:
The ‘Senior Breeder Judges’ Panel’ (approved at the AGM 18-08-2019, Const.12)
consists of 5 judges who received the highest number of votes on the Breeders’ Panel
and who are also on the 3* BRC Rex Panel.
Dennis Bulman, John Fletcher, Derek Medlock, Donna Routley-Nicholson, Paul
Wanklin.

BREEDER JUDGES’ PANEL 2022:
Fraser Avill, Chris Angell, Lucy Berry, Ann Preece, Janice Calvert, Susie Gardner, Nicky
Hicks, Tony Peacock, Steven Galloway, Chris Wilding, Julie Saunders, Ian Dearnley,
Bill Stewart, John Thornton, Brian Platt.

NON-BREEDER JUDGES’ PANEL 2022:
Albert Aldred, Daphne Brass-Brown, Jenny Carlile, Eddie Caulfield, Laura Fox, Geoff
Gore, Natalie Gould, Arnold Hill, Paul Morris, Malcolm Nicholson, Petra Otto, Mike
Purdy, Stephen Sword, Gary Watson, Gillian Webb-Bailey.

STOCK SHOWS & SEMINARS 2022
20th August 2022
4th April 2022

SPRING STOCK SHOW
Huddersfield RC
Judge: John Thornton

TRAINEE SHOW
Judge: Paul Jagger
nd

rd

2 & 3 July 2022

YOUNG FANCIERS SHOW
Great British Rabbit Show
Judge: Daphne Brass-Brown

JUNIOR TRAINEE SHOW
Judges: Antonia Galloway
(Self & AOV)
Charlie Gregory
(Shaded, Tan Pattern & Agouti)
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SUMMER SEMINAR
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Yardley Hastings
Northampton NN7 1EX
8th October 2022

AUTUMN STOCK SHOW
London Championship Show
Judges: Susi Gardner
(Self & AOV)
Nicky Hicks
(Shaded, Tan Pattern & Agouti)
November 2022 – date tbc

ALL REX SHOW
TRAINEE SHOW
Judges:
Aliyah Ajmal (Self & AOV)
Lindsay Cameron
(Shaded, Tan Pattern & Agouti)

BRITISH MINI REX CLUB
Stock Show Districts

1

4

2

5
3

6
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SAVE the DATE!
Summer Seminar

Saturday 20th August 2022
Yardley Hastings Memorial Hall
7 Northampton Road
Yardley Hastings
Northampton NN7 1EX

British Mini Rex Club
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BREED STANDARD FOR THE MINI REX RABBIT
Ring Size B
Points
1)
2)
3)

Fur
Type
Colour and/or Markings
Total

40
20
40
100

The Mini Rex rabbit is intended to be a Standard Rex rabbit in
every way possible except in size. It should be judged to the
general standard of the Rex in all its various colours with the
exception of size, which shall be approximately half that of the
Standard Rex.
1. Fur - To be approximately 1.27cm (½inch) in length. Fine silky
texture free from harshness and wooliness, intensely dense,
smooth and level over the whole body, of a lustrous sheen, firm
and plush-like character, devoid of projecting guard hairs.
2. Type - Well proportioned and graceful carriage, the body
sloping gently up to well rounded quarters set on strong hind legs,
medium bone. Head bold and broad, ears erect and to be in
proportion to body, dewlap should not be excessive, eyes and
toenails should preferably match the body colour.
3. Colour and/or Markings - As for Standard Rex.
Weight:

Adults 1.700 - 2.041kg (3¾lb - 4½lb)
Under 5 months to weigh up to 1.700kg (3¾lb)

Faults - As for Standard Rex.
Disqualifications - As for Standard Rex, weights outside the limits
above and any rabbit with Netherland Dwarf features.
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MINI REX – BROKEN BLANKET PATTERN
Ring Size B
Points
1)
2)
3)
4)

Fur
Type
Colour
Pattern
Total

40
20
20
20
100

1. Fur - As per Mini Rex Standard.
2. Type - As per Mini Rex Standard.
3. Colour and markings - All colours as per Mini Rex Standard.
4. Broken Blanket Pattern - To have both ears completely
coloured; white at base is permissible. Colour to head to match the
body colour, which can be solid or with eye circles with evenly
balanced nose spots. The body markings to be Blanket Pattern
with colour starting at the shoulders and continuing over the back,
sides and hind quarters. Preference should always be given to an
evenly balanced pattern. Colour spots are permissible to the legs,
belly and to the genital area. Total colouration should not be more
than 60% of the body area, this cannot be less than 40% white.
Faults - More than 60% colour and less than 40% white to the
body is to be considered a major fault. Not enough colour to cover
shoulders, back, side and hind quarters. Pattern on head/muzzle
not balanced.
Weight - As per Mini Rex Standard.
Disqualifications - As per Mini Rex Standard and an absence of
colour to either ear, i.e. white patches.

10

Mini$Rex$Broken$Blanket$Pattern$
A good example of a Blanket Pattern - 60% colour & 40% white

Evenly balanced pattern
Colour to cover shoulders,
back, side and hindquarters

!

!

Both ears
completely
coloured

Balanced pattern
Butterfly not required!

Good example of
evenly balanced pattern

A poor example of a Blanket Pattern – not 60% colour & 40% white
Pattern not balanced
Disqualification:
white patches on ears

Not enough colour to cover
shoulders, back,
side and hindquarters
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WELCOME
TO THE
JUNIOR SECTION
Ava from Berkshire
I am very interested in the British Mini Rex Club
and waiting for the shows to start.
I am learning as I go along, and I have learnt a
lot so far about the colours, shapes and coats of
different rabbits.
I have had a lot of help from Bob Hussain and
Tony Peacock. When the shows start, I hope I
get good points and results for my rabbits.
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Lacey from Hampshire
Over the past year I have been
trying to improve the pattern on my
Broken Mini Rex after Monica
Henley gifted me some really good
breeding stock. I have also been
helping Ava, a new Junior, learn
about Mini Rex.
I’m looking forward to things going
back to normal after Covid and
meeting all my friends at shows
when they start. Bring on the
London Championship Show in
October!
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Carry on rabbiting, and enjoy your hobby!
By Bryan Teague
I first came into the Rabbit Fancy some fifty odd years ago. With a young family,
and a car to get about in, it was easy to go out and about. But, what about at
home, having kept a rabbit or two as a school boy it would be easy to start up.
I started out with Orange Rex, started to
breed, and then expanded into showing at
local clubs, but mainly with NOFRRA.
Food then was just pellets. These had been
developed for the commercial rabbit trade,
mainly to provide meat for the table. Pellets
were easy to use, also quite cheap. The
main benefit here was the fancier did not
have to go out in all seasons gathering
greens or vegetable scraps. To add more
condition, oats were added along with the
daily ration of pellets.
I then found that most national clubs moved their shows around the country.
This was to attract new members, as well as looking after members spread out
all over. So what, fuel was cheap, also you met up with lots of new friends all
over the nation. Large entries at stock shows were common. A change here - the
London Championship Show at ‘Ally Pally’ in autumn included five-month
classes, as well as many other small pets, even poultry. It was to compete with
the ‘Bradford’, now at Doncaster, in mid-January. This show was all adult stock in
those days.
Then came along compounded food mixes. These were a complete feed, just
add a water bowl or a bottle.
Next change, wood shavings for bedding, mostly replacing saw dust. Clean and
easy to use, just add a little straw or hay on top. Easier to clean out the pen – the
local tip took all the waste.
Change again – the ‘animal welfare brigade’ stated that the pen sizes used for
decades by the fanciers should be much larger. This made the keeping of large
breeds too expensive, but it helped the arrival of the Dwarf Lop and the
Netherland Dwarf. Smaller rabbits were attractive to young fanciers and families.
Not a male-only hobby anymore. More women came into the Fancy, the Lop
scene exploded, especially with the Mini Lop’s arrival. These smaller breeds
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helped the introduction of the Mini Rex – easier to house, feed and handle, an
ideal ‘family pet’.
Change again – 10 years ago the BMRC was formed to carry on from the work
started by the National Mini Rex Club. It helped that it involved a gathering of
very keen, professional people to develop a complete society for all the varieties
of Rex colours.
Changes came, as these fanciers sought out new ventures to involve the
membership. Still ongoing with ideas, they lead the Fancy today and show no
sign of giving up.
Another change came with the introduction of vaccinations for both
Myxomatosis and Viral Haemorrhagic Diseases. This, of course, involved vets
being used, but does mean a real cost to a large stud, and it is an annual bill to
fund.
A more recent change is to remove the Best of Breed certificate. This allows each
colour of Mini Rex to compete with Standard Rex in the same colour. At the
larger shows it means there could be several Mini Rex up for Best Rex and
competing by colour for a place on victory row.
VHD has certainly changed the
Fancy. There has been a
noticeable decline in entries,
especially at local club level.
This is not helped out by an
ageing
and
declining
membership. Many exhibitors
come along, pen their rabbit,
show and go, for an early party
elsewhere or another family
activity. With dwindling help the
labouring required at the end of
shows does not fit in with family
life. Is self-penning an answer?
More costs to the individual here,
but this could help the situation at
local level with clubs short of help
to clean up at the end of the show.
Now Covid-19 arrived, and with
that no showing for nearly two
years! This may cause yet another
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change in the Fancy. Could it be that there will be, say, only about a dozen
larger, federation-type shows a year with the demise of the local clubs? Who
knows what changes lie ahead for us in the coming years.
Carry on rabbiting, and enjoy your hobby!

Happy Birthday British Mini Rex Club!
By Andrea Graber
Congratulations to the British Mini Rex Club on the 10th anniversary and all the
best for the future! Again and again, I remember visiting shows with you and
participating in your Summer Seminar. The Mini Rex rabbits have potential and
a great future as long as we are not slowed down by Covid-19 and RHD. Let's all
keep our fingers crossed so we can have shows again soon, maintain friendship
and celebrate your birthday!

About me…
"Velvet rabbits" reflect our soul and transform us.
Through them we become mindful and genuine: with ourselves and with
others.
My real "velvet rabbits" are the balance to the hectic of everyday life.
They always give me new energy and put a smile on my face.
Andrea Graber
Why velvet rabbit?
Who does not know it, the classic children's book by Margery Williams,
published in 1922: "The Velveteen Rabbit or How Toys Become Real"?
"What does real mean?" the velvet rabbit asked the rocking horse.
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"Real has nothing to do with
how you are made," said
horsey. “It's something that
happens to you. When a child
loves you for a long, long
time - when he doesn't just
want to play with you, but
when he really loves you then you become real." It's a
story written a hundred years
ago that fits today more than
ever. It is about a toy velvet
rabbit that turns into a REAL
"velvet rabbit". But this is
only possible through love,
mindfulness, tolerance and
respect. Values that make up life, transform us and make us real fellow human
beings. Rabbits have always fascinated me, even as a small child. My
grandparents already kept rabbits; back then, in the post-war years, mainly as
meat suppliers.
From my schooldays through my years of apprenticeship and travel, starting a
family, returning to work, right up to the present day: rabbits have always
accompanied me, tirelessly, for over forty years. As I continued to develop
myself, so did they. Through my rabbits I acquired many professional but also
social skills. They taught me one thing above all: to be mindful towards the
animal, but also towards the human being.
Although I was often
ridiculed,
new
worlds
opened up for me: through
the rabbits I learned to
know,
respect
and
appreciate the cycle of
nature. In addition, I
contributed
to
the
preservation of a valuable
cultural asset. Over the
years, I met like-minded,
animal-loving people again
and again, and friendships
for life were formed.
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Motivated by my experiences, I
want to pass on my knowledge
against the background of social
change and break new ground
with my "velvet rabbits". These
are not only shows but also
projects with school classes,
photography and editorial
contributions.
More about me and my rabbits
at www.samtkaninchen.com
At the moment I breed the following colours: Dalmatian, Castor, Chinchilla,
Gold, Red Eyed White, Tan.
Mini Rex for three decades with culture status
The diversity of species among pedigree rabbits is unique. Some breeds have
been around for 200 years, others are younger. A heritage but also a cultural
asset, which the pioneers of pedigree rabbit breeding have passed on to the
next generations. The older a breed is, the more difficult it is to find out how it
originated. With younger breeds this is easier, especially if it is «only» 35 years
old, in its prime, so to speak! Talking about the Mini Rex rabbit.
"Hi, sweetheart, what do you want to know from me?" a warm, feminine voice
asks through the phone. There is an immediate sense of familiarity, even though
we two women met briefly at a show a quarter of a century ago, but neither of
us consciously remembers the other. We are talking about Monna Berryhill, the
legendary American "Mama Mini Rex". In 1983 she laid the foundation for a new
breed, the "Mini Rex Rabbit" or, according to the German name, the "Klein Rex
Kaninchen". In the standard, the rabbit with the velvety fur belongs to the
smallest of the small and in the meantime belongs to the most popular rabbit
breeds in the USA, in Europe and in Asia.
The reason for the telephone conversation was an interview that I, as the author
of this article, was allowed to conduct with the determined Mini Rex breeder
from the US state of Louisana in August 2016. I also invited her to the first breedrelated European show of Small Rex rabbits, which was held by the C280 Rabbit
Breeders Association in Messkirch on 5-6 November 2016. Monna Berryhill could
hardly believe that "her Mini Rex" could now gain a foothold on the European
continent. She was completely over the moon. At the time of the telephone call,
however, she was already seriously ill and could not travel to Germany. A few
months later she died at the age of 77. She left a living legacy to the breeding
world. The 1,000-member American Mini Rex Club described the deceased as a
charismatic personality and role model at its annual meeting in October 2017. In
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her honour and in memory of her extraordinary achievement, the club will
henceforth annually award the "Monna Berryhill Memorial Award". This is the
highest award for the most beautiful Mini Rex rabbit.
It is known that the
legendary breeder
bred
out
the
American Mini Rex
rabbit by crossing a
Dwarf Rex and a Rex.
However,
few
people know where
the breeding pair of
Blue Marten Rex
Dwarfs came from at
that time, which
could be purchased
at auction from "Mama Mini Rex". In 1983 Mrs. Collee from Isselstein exhibited
Blue Marten Rex Dwarfs at a show in Den Bosch, Holland. Two animals were
bought by the American breeder and judge Jeff Hardin and brought to the USA
to Marylouise Cowan. She in turn put them up for auction for a good cause;
Monna Berryhill won the bid. Since the first colour was recognised in 1986, there
are now 20 colours in the USA. The most popular are the Blacks, followed by the
Broken, Otter and Castor. The youngest colour "Sable" was definitely accepted
by the standard commission four years ago. Since Asia also belongs to the
American Rabbit Breeders' Association, the Mini Rex could also gain a foothold
there.
At the same time as Monna Berryhill, the British breeders bred out the Mini Rex
rabbit in a similar way. They teamed up with their American breeding friends
who spoke the same language and had a similar show system. In contrast to the
USA, five years later the British Rabbit Council accepted all the colours that
already existed in Standard Rex. The "Broken" colour, which did not exist in
Standard Rex, was also recognised. The approximately 300 members of the
British Mini Rex Club, which also includes breeders from Scandinavian countries,
USA and South Africa, can choose from 27 colours, divided into five categories:
Self, Shaded, Tan Pattern, Agouti and Any Other Variety.
At the beginning of the new millennium, the Mini Rex or, according to the
German name, “Mini Rex Rabbit” conquered the European continent. Again, this
development is due to a woman: Marina Caldwell-Schaeffer. The rabbit breeder
lived in the USA for several years and returned to Austria with her Mini Rex
rabbits. In 2004 she presented her animals for the first time at the national show
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in Wels, Austria. In the meantime, the breed is recognised not only in Austria but
also in Switzerland, Luxembourg, Belgium, Hungary and Germany in more and
more colours. In contrast to the British and American type, the weight was
increased, the ears shortened and the hair length lengthened in the standard. In
addition, a gene mutation gave rise to another colour type, which does not exist
in the USA and Great Britain: the “Königsmantelschecke”.
The
dedicated
Austrian breeder
opened a door.
"Her" US Mini Rex
rabbits
quickly
found favour, and
she supported the
triumphal
procession through
the
various
countries with her
knowledge
and
experience: "In a
Mini Rex rabbit, 70 hairs grow from one hair bulb." European Standard Rex
rabbits would bring it on approx. 30 to 40 hairs. This message did not go
unheard. Not even in Switzerland. In 2006, Caldwell-Schaeffer gave a talk to 50
interested breeders at the small animal facility at Sursee, Switzerland. It was a
meeting organised by the Mini Rex interest group. As an important point, she
pointed out that she selects her breeding animals with her 7-year-old daughter.
"Consequently, all my animals have a good character and are hand-tame." She
added that this additionally distinguishes the Mini Rex rabbit, which should
definitely be taken into account in further breeding.
Walter Baumgartner, Swiss rabbit judge and contact person for Germany,
Austria and Switzerland at that time, was also present at this meeting. Walter
Baumgartner dedicated almost his whole life to the Dalmatian Rex rabbits, his
favourite breed. With his passion for the Mini Rex, understandably again
Dalmatian coloured, he completed his life's work for rabbit breeding. Through
his many years of activity as an EE judge, he made the right contacts at the right
time, which once again gave a great boost to the spread of the breed. Three
years ago, the tireless creator passed away. At the funeral service Walter
Baumgartner's work was appreciated especially by the German Rabbit Breeders
Association C280 Messkirch. Thanks to the tireless creator, the Messkirch
breeders began to offer a platform to the Mini Rex at their annual show. Thus,
the breeders in the border triangle supported each other in the development of
the new breed, which culminated in the first, said breed-related European show
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for Mini Rex rabbits. This event united Mini Rex breeders around the globe and
was another milestone in the history of the still young breed. The association
continues its tradition to this day, still maintaining international contacts and
institutionalising the European Mini Rex platform as an integral part of its
annual show held in November.
In tears, Monna Berryhill's daughter confessed to the members of the American
Mini Rex Club that she had not known for a long time how famous her mother
was in the breeding world. However, she is not the only one: few people are
aware of what, in general, the pioneers of the various breeds have achieved.
Their work is a living cultural asset
that must be protected and
preserved. Against the background
of social change, all the more so.
"You know, sweetheart, I don't
think of myself as that important,"
Monna Berryhill said modestly on
the phone. A virtue, however,
which also applies to the many
quiet creators who are not in the
limelight. "Thank you, Mama Mini
Rex, for this wonderful breed!
Thank you, all!" I whisper softly and
respectfully.

Would you like to know more about the
BMRC YOUNG FANCIERS?
Are you aged between 16-21?
Would you like to have your say and be
involved in planning for the future?
Would you like to share your ideas and
work together to implement group
decisions?
Join the Young Fanciers…
Contact:
Jake Hodder
youngfanciers@britishminirexclub.com
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Best in Show: London Championships 1980
By Ahmed Hussain (Bob)

When asked to write a piece for the Yearbook, I was unsure if my memory would
stretch that far back, but here goes. I started in the Fancy about 1975/76, taking
over from my grandad when I was 11 years old. The preferred breed at that time
was Satins, as that is what my grandad used to show.
After a few years of showing and limited success, I had the good fortune to
bump into Tony Peacock, who went on to be a mentor and a friend. Tony and
his wife, Sue, would take me with them to shows up and down the country,
whilst helping me to understand what to look for in all types of show rabbits.
Through chance, and Tony would probably be a better man to ask, some Ermine
Rex became available: I'm sure a buck and doe from Ken Winter’s stock at a cost
of £8 which to this day he says I still owe him. He then searched for a different
buck to go with the doe explaining that what she lacked the buck would
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enhance. From that day, and over the next couple of years I never looked back. I
proceeded to win most shows I entered, including Best in Show at the London
Championship Show in 1980.
To this day I think I have been the youngest to win it, at the age of 15. The thing
I am most proud of is that I did this with six hutches in a 6’ x 6’ pent shed, with
the hutches being made by my grandad using old pallets.
After 40 years out of the Fancy I've contacted my old mate Tony, who has
supplied me with some Mini Broken Rex.
So, who knows if I will have that success again, but it won't be through lack of
trying, I'm sure! Myself and the old boy will have as much fun as before.
Any gaps missing I'm sure that Tony can fill you in, as he has a great memory.
I look forward to meeting you all in the future.

My Mini Rex Journey
By Derek Medlock

It started in 1986 when I was attending an ARBA convention in the USA,
Columbus, Ohio. I was busy watching the main judging for two days, the third
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day usually being allotted for breed auctions and new breed presentations. I
was watching the presentations intensely, my kind of thing, when up came a
new breed to me: an American MINI REX, with its second presentation underway
on that day.
The American Breed Standards Committee are very strict, so I was not expecting
too much for the Minis, BUT the Castors did pass that second showing, with the
third hurdle still to come, but it was having to wait for at least one more year to
try again. I got to know many of the Mini Rex breeders and presenters very well
that year, but mainly Ken and Monna Berryhill from Texas. In 1987 I managed to
be in Portland, Oregon, for the third presentation. The presentation morning
came around, the whole ARBA BS Committee examining every single one, a very
long job! They then debated their findings.
Finally, they called in Monna to give their verdict on the Mini. If it turned out to
be good, this could be a new breed for the ARBA Standards. They PASSED IT!!!!!
A holla went out, you could have heard it two states away! The celebrations
went on all day and night for that matter. There was a Mini Rex banquet that
night which we attended,
and speeches in which
everyone was relaying their
part of the day, an
unforgettable time! So, the
USA had a new breed - the
MINI REX!!!
Lynn Medlock and myself,
Derek, along with Derek and
Val Andrews, we were
invited down to Texas to
Ken
and
Monna’s
homestead. A more remote
area was hard to imagine! It
was incredible, deep in the
heart of a Texas forest. In a
clearing there were the
cages, where the Mini Rex
had started life, a lot of F1s
bringing the size down, new
colours, etc., all good stuff.
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When we left the USA, Derek
Andrews wanted to create the
Mini Rex in England. He
acquired a Netherland Dwarf,
and I helped him with a Rex. I
was putting together a list
with rabbits for China at the
time, the Year of the Rabbit.
One rabbit I acquired was a
smart, smallish, plush coated
Black. It never got to China,
but re-routed to Thirsk. That
was my initial contribution to
the project. My connection
with the breed then continued
with its standardisation into
our BRC Standards. Not going well, the Breed Standards Committee at the time
did not feel that the quality overall was good enough. Skulduggery took place:
one of the main breeders of the time was also a BRC management person. In the
Management Committee’s wisdom, the BSC was stood down, a selected
committee was formed who passed the breed, and then the original Standards
Committee reinstated within hours. Hardly believable but true.
The National Club was formed,
with our home-grown rabbits
and several Minis coming in from
America. One of the controversial
items was the fact that the
Broken Pattern had found its way
across the pond. Not a pattern
that was recognised in the BRC
Standards - it was here but no
other breed would accept it. Just
touching on the politics, the
National Club was not going well
at all. The breed wanted a new
direction. Two very influential
people came to the fore, John Evans and Garry Murphy, it could have been
more. They pushed for a new Mini Rex beginning. About that time, I had
become an MC person. A new national club was being proposed, not easy, as
we could not have two national clubs. The original club was definitely in decline,
after a lot of wrangling over two years or more. We, the MC, allowed the new

25

national club to be formed, which was the birth of the British Mini Rex Club
(BMRC). I can now reflect what a superb club we have, with a management
second to none. I will go back to the Broken Pattern. As we had it, we had to live
with it. Well, tolerate it, and analyse it. The BMRC had a proposal that the Broken
Pattern was coming in with at least three designs. The judges were mystified as
to what pattern to judge to. There was no set pattern. The club’s proposal was
that we only have the Blanket Pattern. A proposal found its way to my
committee, the BSC. We accepted their reasoning, the BMRC accepted it, so the
only Broken allowed now is the Blanket Pattern.
I put this across to the membership by the way of talks at the Summer Seminars.
I think we got there. Yes, the Mini Rex seminar days are not to be missed, so well
put together with something for everyone. I am very proud to be part of the
organisation and the club, especially when I was made Vice President.
My part of the breed from Ohio 1986.

Opal Mini Rex Project
By Amanda Leadbitter
I have been breeding Mini Castor Rex
since 2011. My uncle, who was
showing mainly Fur rabbits, got me
into showing. I purchased my Castor
Rex buck and doe from my local
market – the Castor colour had caught
my eye. So, I bred them, and the doe
had four bucks, of which I kept one and
went on to show him. I then bred him
back to mum, and I ended up having
his daughters, and so on. I knew
nothing about the colour, that’s where
books and pictures helped.
It was a few years before oined the
British Mini Rex Club (BMRC), possibly
when I met Chris (NB Angell) around
seven years ago. I had a few Best
Agouti and runner-up Best in Show awards. I only ever bred Castor to Castor,
but I got the odd Opal out. My Opal buck has now produced a few babies.
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The BMRC have set up a
development page, which is good
as it encourages people to look at
the colour and type and, hopefully,
take some on, as Opal is a dying
colour.
Why do I breed these colours? It’s
probably a challenge against the
Castor. If you get it right, it can be a
very nice colour. I have been lucky
to breed them the way that I have
them now.
If it wasn’t for the diluted colour in
the Opal, I probably wouldn’t have
done, as they are quite hard to get right. It’s not a rabbit to take out as an U/5 –
they need a lot more time to develop.
Also, during lockdown, I have dabbled in Seal/Sable in both Siamese and
Marten. I just fancied a different colour. Sometimes, the Mini Sable can be
another colour to get right.
I enjoyed the seminars that the BMRC had put on. The younger generation can
learn so much from them. Also, how the Mini Rex is coming up against the
Standard Rex will be interesting to see.
I do think that judges
should acknowledge the
fact how much time and
effort goes into these less
popular colours and they
should not dismiss them. I
also think that having an
older judge to train young
judges to appreciate all
colours would be a way
forward.
Looking 10 years ahead
we will probably be
looking at self-penning
and ‘vet bed’ instead of
shavings.
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Show etiquette
By Petra Otto
With the arrival of Covid and the
resulting pandemic, nearly all shows
had to be cancelled, with many ‘virtual
shows’ taking the place of our beloved
rabbit shows.
Hopefully, rabbit shows will return
regularly again soon, enabling fanciers
to proudly show off their stock. It will all
feel a bit strange at first, arriving at the
show hall, penning your potential
winner/s, and seeing your friends again
after such a long time away from each
other. Savour that very special moment!
To remind ourselves how we can all do
our bit for a successful show, I have
compiled a few tips as a gentle
reminder of what is expected of us all.
This will ensure that we all have a really
good time together.
It all starts in the hall’s car park where we should display courtesy at all times,
not parking in places reserved for the disabled. Please do keep the exit area of
the hall and the car park clear in case of an emergency.
On arrival, please ensure to pay all your entry fees.
Ideally, you should groom your exhibit/s at home. If that is not possible for
whatever reasons, please ensure that you finish grooming well before judging
starts. Listen out for any announcements made by the Show Secretary with
regard to when judging is about to commence.
Please ensure that you place your rabbit/s into the correct pen.
Empty boxes need to be safely stored away, not blocking any doors, pens or the
area around the judge’s table.
Offer your help by volunteering to steward the rabbits, or use the given
opportunity to learn how to do the judge’s book, all of which would be greatly
appreciated.
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While stewarding the
rabbits please remember
not to jockey your own
exhibit/s.
Please
do
handle other fanciers’
rabbits with great care,
paying good attention to
not leaning on the rabbits
and picking them up
gently when the judge
asks you to.
Treat each other with
respect,
not
having
arguments at the judge’s
table or discussing any
exhibits within the judge’s
earshot.
If you can support the
kitchen folks in any way,
please do. You don’t need
to be able to cook, but simply collecting mugs, crockery and cutlery would be of
great help to them, as is doing the washing-up or drying the dishes.
Your help with the selling of raffle tickets too will be very much appreciated.
After all, they too pay for some of the show’s expenses, along with the kitchen
folks selling their food and drinks. If you have any raffle prizes to take to the
show even better still!
Putting precious prize cards onto the pens is another ‘job’ that always needs
doing, as they don’t walk themselves to the relevant pens.
Please do not box up your rabbit/s prematurely, i.e. before Best in Show has
been announced, as it really is not fair to the winners. It could be you next time
who won BiS, and you don’t want to enjoy that wonderful feeling with the show
hall being half empty.
Please also offer your help after the show, penning down, sweeping up the
show hall, leaving everywhere neat and tidy afterwards.
Should you be unable to attend your chosen show, please do not forget to
submit your entry fee/s to the Show Secretary by post.
Above all – have a lovely time at your chosen show!
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Mini Rex in South Africa
By Janco Pieterse (Hopalong Rabbitry)
I have worked with Mini Rex for the past three years, and
the improvements are just amazing when you have the
correct stock to work with.
We only had Standard Rex imported, and from there we
created Mini Rex. We do face some challenges as we still
struggle with weight and type.
With the limited gene pool, since we can’t import, we
are able to make improvements but slowly. I started off
with Magpie Mini Rex and continued to Ermine, Black,
Havana and Blue!! Now, working on getting Lilac and
Marten Smoke Pearl!
The Mini Rex in South Africa has a bright future as more and more dedicated
breeders take an interest in this breed. The future that I see for them here is
making me excited to see where this is going. In my few years of showing I
haven’t seen a Mini Rex winning Best in Show, and that’s my goal for the next
two years to come.

The pictures show a litter from last year and my retired Ermine stud buck that
sits too high!
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Looking Forward to the Future!
With a sense of optimism, the BMRC Team have planned a series of
Seminars, Judges’ Training Days, Shows & Events for 2022. We look forward to seeing you!

AN EXCITING NEW VENTURE!
Anyone interested in joining our
YOUNG FANCIERS
for those aged between 16-21
please contact:
Jake Hodder
youngfanciers@britishminirexclub.com

4th April 2022
SPRING STOCK SHOW
Huddersfield RC
Judge: John Thornton
TRAINEE SHOW
Judge: Paul Jagger
2nd & 3rd July 2022
YOUNG FANCIERS SHOW
Great British Rabbit Show
Judge: Daphne Brass-Brown
JUNIOR TRAINEE SHOW
Judges: Antonia Galloway
(Self & AOV)
Charlie Gregory
(Shaded, Tan Pattern & Agouti)

Some of our
Future Shows
&
Events…
SUMMER SEMINAR
ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING
20th August 2022
Yardley Hastings
Northampton NN7 1EX

8th October 2022
AUTUMN STOCK SHOW
London Championship Show
Judges: Susi Gardner
(Self & AOV)
Nicky Hicks
(Shaded, Tan Pattern & Agouti)
28th November 2022
ALL REX SHOW
TRAINEE SHOW
Judges:
Aliyah Ajmal
(Self & AOV)
Lindsay Cameron
(Shaded, Tan Pattern & Agouti)

www.britishminirexclub.com
For more information
contact our
Membership Secretaries:
Emma Bowdler or Mariann Jakab
info@britishminirexclub.com
www.britishminirexclub.com
www.facebook.com
/groups/britishminirexclub2011
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